Sonyow Kernewek Kres Klasek      The Sounds of Classical Middle Cornish

gans Benjamin Bruch hag Albert Bock

Bogalennow      Vowels

	lytherennans

spelling
	son

sound
	hwarvedhyans

incidence
	ensampel

example
	leveryans

pronunciation
	styr

meaning

	i 


	[]
	long, in monosyllables
	gwin
	[]
	wine

	
	[] 
	half-long, in polysyllables
	gwitha
	[]
	keep, guard

	
	[]
	when stressed and short
	gwisk
	[]
	dress

	
	[]
	when unstressed
	gwelis
	[]
	I saw

	y
	[]
	long, in monosyllables
	ys
	[]
	corn

	
	[]
	half-long, in polysyllables
	tybi
	[tb]
	think

	
	[]
	short and/or unstressed
	vynn
	[]
	wants, will

	e
	[]
	long, in monosyllables
	pe
	[]
	pay

	
	[]
	half-long, in polysyllables
	peber
	[]
	baker

	
	[e]
	half-long, in some 

polysyllables
	enys
	[ens]
	island

	
	[]
	short and/or unstressed
	penn
	[]
	head, end, chief

	a
	[]
	long, in monosyllables
	da
	[]
	good

	
	[]
	half-long, in polysyllables
	lader
	[]
	thief

	
	[]
	short and/or unstressed
	dall
	[]
	big

	o
	[]
	in stressed monosyllables
	kost
	[]
	price

	
	[]
	half-long, in polysyllables
	kosel
	[]
	quiet, calm

	
	[] 
	half-long, in some polysyllables
	gora
	[]
	hay

	
	[]
	short and/or unstressed
	omma
	['mma]
	here

	
	[]
	short and/or unstressed equivalent of <oo>
	gommon
	[]
	seaweed

	
	
	
	gallos
	[]
	be able to

	oo
	[] 
	in stressed monosyllables
	goon
	[]
	moor

	ou
	[]
	when stressed and long
	our
	[]
	hour (duration)

	
	[]
	half-long, in polysyllables
	oula
	[]
	owl

	
	[]
	when stressed and short
	ouns
	]
	ounce

	u
	[]
	long, in monosyllables
	kuv
	v
	kind

	
	[]
	in closed monosyllables
	kudyn
	[]
	lock of hair, problem

	
	[]
	when stressed and short
	kummyas
	
	permission, license

	
	[]
	when unstressed
	kusul
	[]
	advice, counsel, opinion

	eu
	[ 
	when stressed and long
	meur
	[]
	great

	
	[]
	half-long, in polysyllables
	leuhi
	[lhi]
	calves

	
	[]
	when stressed and short
	Meurth
	[]
	Mars, Tuesday, March


Hantervogalennow      Semivowels

	lytherennans

spelling
	son

sound
	hwarvedhyans

incidence
	ensampel

example
	leveryans

pronunciation
	styr

meaning

	y
	//
	
	yar
	[]
	hen

	w
	//
	
	war
	[]
	upon, aware


Diwvogalennow     Diphthongs

	lytherennans

spelling
	son

sound
	hwarvedhyans

incidence
	ensampel

example
	leveryans

pronunciation
	styr

meaning

	ay
	//
	
	kay
	[]
	quay, train platform

	ey
	//
	
	keyn
	[]
	back, ridge

	oy
	//
	 
	koynt
	[]
	strange

	iw
	//
	
	liw
	[]
	colour

	yw
	//
	
	lyw
	[]
	drive

	ew
	//
	
	lew
	[]
	lion

	aw
	//
	
	glaw
	[]
	rain

	ow
	//
	
	glow
	[]
	coal

	uw
	//
	
	pluw
	[]
	parish


Kessonennow      Consonants

	p
	//
	
	pell
	[]
	far

	pp
	//
	medial
	glyppa
	[]
	wetter, wettest

	t
	//
	
	tan
	[]
	fire

	tt
	//
	medial
	lettya
	[]
	prevent

	k {c, q}
	//
	
	ke
	[]
	hedge, fence, go

	ck
	/k/
	in loanwords
	kwyck
	[]
	quick

	kk
	//
	medial
	lakka
	[]
	worse

	b
	//
	
	bos
	[]
	be, abode

	d
	//
	
	da
	[]
	good

	g
	//
	
	garr
	[]
	leg

	m
	//
	
	my
	[]
	I

	mm
	// 
	in stressed syllables
	omma
	[] 
	here

	n
	//
	
	noy
	[]
	nephew

	nn
	//
	in stressed syllables
	henna
	[]
	that [one] (masc.)

	l
	//
	
	le
	[]
	place, less

	ll
	//
	
	gwella
	[]
	best

	r
	//
	apical flap
	ros
	[r]
	wheel

	rr
	//
	apical trill
	hirra
	[
	longer, longest

	hw {wh}
	//
	
	hwans
	[]
	want

	f
	// 
	
	fos
	[]
	wall

	ff
	//
	
	kreffa
	[]
	stronger, strongest

	v
	//
	
	vyaj
	[]
	journey, affair

	th 
	//
	
	koth
	[]
	old

	tth
	//
	
	gwettha
	[]
	worst

	dh
	//
	
	dhymm 
	
	to me 

	s
	// [, ]
	
	nos
	[ns]
	night

	ss
	//
	
	nessa
	[]
	next, nearest, second

	sh
	//
	
	shap
	[]
	shape

	gh
	//
	
	sygh
	[]
	dry

	
	//
	when between vowels
	segha
	['exa]
	dryer, dryest

	h
	//
	
	hi
	[]
	she

	
	// []
	between vowels; after l, r
	sehes
	[e]
	thirst

	ch
	//
	
	chi
	[]
	house, building

	j
	//
	
	jerkyn
	[]
	jerkin, jacket

	z
	/z/
	in loanwords
	zebra
	[zbra]
	zebra


* Throughout this document, the phonetic realisations of geminates/fortes have been transcribed as [C] when word-final and as ambisyllabic [CC] when medial.
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